On motion of Councilmember DeFrancesch, seconded by Councilmember Reynaud, the
following resolution was offered:

RESOLUTION NO. B-16681

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF EXTENDING THE SUNSET PROVISION OF THE
LOUISIANA TAX FREE SHOPPING PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Tax Free Shopping Program started over 27 years ago and every
three to four years, the Louisiana Tax Free Shopping Commission must request extension of
the sunset provision; and,

WHEREAS, Act 435 of the 2012 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature is set to expire on
June 30, 2017, and a bill to renew the Louisiana Tax Free Shopping Commission and Program
will be submitted in the upcoming 2016 Regular Legislative Session; and,

WHEREAS, tourism is one of Louisiana’'s top industries, generating $11.2 billion in annual
spending for Louisiana businesses; and,

WHEREAS, shopping is a top activity of all tourists and travelers, with international visitors, on
average, spending 20% more than their domestic counterparts and staying at a destination two
or three days longer; and,

WHEREAS, in an effort to capture a larger portion of the market share of international visitors,
the State of Louisiana created the Louisiana Tax Free Shopping Commission which is self-
funded through user fees; and,

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Tax Free Shopping Program is an essential tool used to encourage
international tourists to visit the State of Louisiana by offering a sales tax refund on qualified
purchases; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Kenner had over $600,000.00 in international purchases for 2015; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Kenner supports the extension of the sunset provision of the Louisiana
Tax Free Shopping Program which is set to expire on June 30, 2017.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENNER HEREBY RESOLVES:

SECTION ONE: That the City of Kenner supports the extension of the sunset provision of the
Louisiana Tax Free Shopping Program which is set to expire on June 30, 2017.

SECTION TWO: That the Council Clerk is hereby requested to forward copies of this
Resolution to the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the Commissioner of Administration, the
President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House, the State Treasurer, the Chairman of the
Senate Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Committee, the Chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee, the Jefferson Parish State Delegation and various appropriate media.

This resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:
YEAS: 6
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 0
ABSTAINED: 0

This resolution was declared adopted on this, the 3™ day of March, 2016. ?
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Honorable Stephanie Hilferty
State of Louisiana

3331 Severn Avenue, Suite 206
Metairie, LA 70002

Dear Representative Hilferty:

Enclosed you will find a certified copy of Resolution No. B-16681, adopted
by the Kenner City Council on March 3, 2016, which expresses the support
of extending the sunset provision of the Louisiana Tax Free Shopping
Program.

Any assistance you may provide in this regard would be greatly appreciated
by all concerned.

Sincerely,

CITY OF KENNER COUNCIL

Auhidie A HH.

Natalie A. Hall
Council Clerk
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Honorable Conrad Appel
721 Papworth Avenue. Suite 102-A
Metairie, LA 70005

Honorable Daniel Martiny
131 Airline Drive, Suite 201
Metairie, LA 70001

Honorable Gary L. Smith, Jr.
P.O. Box 186
Norco, LA 70079

Honorable Bryan J. Adams
P.O. Box 1387
Gretna, LA 70054

Honorable Robert E. Billiot
#10 Westbank Expressway
Westwego, LA 70094

Honorable Patrick Connick
5201 Westbank Expressway
Suite 100

Marrero, LA 70072

Honorable Cameron Henry, Jr.
1539 Metairie Road, Suite A
Metairie, LA 70005

Honorable Stephanie Hilferty
3331 Severn Ave, Suite 206
Metairie, LA 70002

Honorable Joseph P. Lopinto, IlI
131 Airline Highway, Suite 201
Metairie, LA 70001

Honorable Rodney Lyons, Sr.
2100 Woodmere Blvd, Suite 160
Harvey, LA 70058

Honorable Julie S. Stokes
4203 Williams Blvd, Suite 200
Kenner, LA 70065

Honorable Kirk Talbot
9523 Jefferson Hwy, Suite B
River Ridge, LA 70123

Honorable Thomas P. Willmott
2002 20t Street, Suite 204-A
Kenner, LA 70062



Honorable John Bel Edwards
Governor, State of Louisiana
Post Office Box 94004

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Honorable Billy Nungesser

Lieutenant Governor, State of Louisiana
Post Office Box 44243

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Mr. Jay Dardenne

Commissioner of Administration
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-210
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Honorable John A. Alario, Jr.

President of the Senate, State of Louisiana
1063 Muller Parkway

Westwego, LA 70094-5616

Honorable Taylor F. Barras

Office of the Speaker of the House
Post Office Box 94062

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9062

Honorable John Neely Kennedy
State Treasurer, State of Louisiana
900 North Third Street, 3" Floor
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Honorable Jean-Paul “JP” Morrell

Chairman of the Senate Revenue & Fiscal Affairs Committee
6001 Stars and Stripes Boulevard, Suite 221

New Orleans, LA 70126



Honorable Neil C. Abramson

Chairman of the House Ways & Means Committee
601 Poydras Street, Suite 1635

New Orleans, LA 70130



